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Statement Congratulating South
Korean President Kim Dae-jung on
Winning Nobel Peace Prize
October 13, 2000

I congratulate President Kim Dae-jung on
his selection as the winner of this year’s
Nobel Peace Prize. I can think of few leaders
who have done so much over so many years
to earn this honor. It is a fitting tribute to
his courage in promoting peace and rec-
onciliation on the Korean Peninsula and to
his lifelong dedication to the principle that
peace depends on respect for human rights.

This Prize not only celebrates what Presi-
dent Kim has accomplished; it inspires those
of us who cherish peace and freedom to help
him realize his vision. Since his historic sum-
mit with Chairman Kim Chong-il, prospects
for a better future on the Korean Peninsula
have risen greatly. The American people will
stand with the people of Korea until the sun-
shine of peace and freedom illuminates the
entire Korean Peninsula.

Statement on Action To Support the
Third Generation of Wireless
Technology
October 13, 2000

Today I am pleased to sign an executive
memorandum that will help ensure that
America maintains its leadership in two of
the most important technologies driving the
U.S. economy—wireless telecommunications
and the Internet. I am directing Federal
agencies to work with the Federal Commu-
nications Commission and the private sector
to identify the radio spectrum needed for the
‘‘third generation’’ of wireless technology.
These so-called 3G systems will allow Ameri-
cans to have mobile, high-speed access to the
Internet and new telecommunications serv-
ices anytime, anywhere.

My administration is committed to
strengthening U.S. leadership in the informa-
tion and communications industry. Over the
last 5 years, the information technology sec-
tor has accounted for nearly one-third of U.S.
economic growth and has generated jobs that
pay 85 percent more than the private sector
average. The action I am taking today will

help U.S. high-tech entrepreneurs compete
and win in the global marketplace. It also
will allow consumers to enjoy a wide range
of new wireless tools and technologies, such
as handheld devices that combine services
like a phone, a computer, a pager, a radio,
a customized newspaper, a GPS locator, and
a credit card.

I am confident that Federal agencies,
working with the private sector, can develop
a plan for identifying the spectrum that will
meet the needs of the wireless industry and
is fully consistent with national security and
public safety concerns. As made clear in a
report released today by my Council of Eco-
nomic Advisers, time is of the essence. If the
United States does not move quickly to allo-
cate this spectrum, there is a danger that the
U.S. could lose market share in the industries
of the 21st century. If we do this right, it
will help ensure continued economic growth,
the creation of new high-tech jobs, and the
creation of exciting new Internet and tele-
communications services.

Memorandum on Advanced Mobile
Communications/Third Generation
Wireless Systems
October 13, 2000

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies
Subject: Advanced Mobile Communications/
Third Generation Wireless Systems

The United States and the rest of the
world are on the verge of a new generation
of personal mobile communications, as wire-
less phones become portable high-speed
Internet connections. The United States
Government must move quickly and pur-
posefully so that consumers, industry, and
Government agencies all reap the benefits
of this third generation of wireless products
and services.

In less than 20 years, the U.S. wireless in-
dustry has blossomed from virtually nothing
to one with 100 million subscribers, and it
continues to grow at a rate of 25 to 30 per-
cent annually. Globally, there are over 470
million wireless subscribers, a number ex-
pected to grow to approximately 1.3 billion
within the next 5 years. It is an industry in
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which U.S. companies have developed the
leading technologies for current and future
systems. It is an industry whose products
help people throughout the world commu-
nicate better and in more places, saving time,
money, and lives.

Many saw the first generation of wire-
less—cell phones—as an extravagant way to
make telephone calls. Yet as with all commu-
nications systems, the value of wireless com-
munications increased as the number of
users and types of use increased. Today’s sec-
ond generation wireless technology increased
services and information offered to users and
increased competition among providers. Dig-
ital ‘‘personal communications services’’ pro-
vide added messaging and data features, in-
cluding such services as voice mail, call wait-
ing, text messaging, and, increasingly, access
to the World Wide Web. These first and sec-
ond generation services increased produc-
tivity and reduced costs for thousands of
businesses as well as Government agencies.

The next generation of wireless technology
holds even greater promise. Neither the first
nor the second generation of wireless tech-
nologies were designed for multi-media serv-
ices, such as the Internet. Third generation
wireless technologies will bring broadband to
hand-held devices. Higher speeds and in-
creased capability will lead to new audio,
video, and other applications, which may cre-
ate what many are calling ‘‘mobile-com-
merce’’ (m-commerce) that people will use
in ways that are unimaginable today. More-
over, an international effort is underway to
make it possible for the next generation of
wireless phones to work anywhere in the
world.

The Federal Government has always
played a crucial role in the development of
wireless services. To foster the development
of cellular telephone service, the Federal
Government made available radio frequency
spectrum that had previously been used by
other commercial and Government services.
For the second generation—digital PCS—
the Federal Government allocated spectrum
in bands occupied by private sector users,
and ensured competition by awarding nu-
merous licenses, while maintaining tech-
nology neutrality.

The United States has also placed a high
value on promoting Internet access. Govern-
ment support for the development of third
generation wireless systems will help com-
bine the wireless revolution with the Internet
revolution. As part of these efforts, radio
spectrum must be made available for this
new use. The United States has already been
active by, among other things, participating
at the World Radiocommunication Con-
ference 2000 (WRC–2000) earlier this year.
WRC–2000 adopted the basic principles of
the U.S. position, which was negotiated by
Government and industry stakeholders: (1)
governments may choose spectrum from any
one or all of the bands identified for third
generation mobile wireless; (2) governments
have the flexibility to identify spectrum if and
when they choose; and (3) no specific tech-
nology will be identified for third generation
services. This result will allow deployment of
the best technologies and permit the United
States to move forward with rapid deploy-
ment of third generation services in a way
that advances all U.S. interests.

The spectrum identified by international
agreement at WRC–2000, however, is al-
ready being used in the United States by
commercial telecommunications, television,
national defense, law enforcement, air traffic
control, and other services. Similar difficul-
ties in making spectrum available for third
generation mobile wireless systems are evi-
dent in other parts of the world. Because dif-
ferent regions have already selected different
bands, there almost certainly will be a few
preferred bands rather than a single band for
third generation services.

In the United States, Federal Government
agencies and the private sector must work
together to determine what spectrum could
be made available for third generation wire-
less systems.

Accordingly, I am hereby directing you,
and strongly encouraging independent agen-
cies, to be guided by the following principles
in any future actions they take related to de-
velopment of third generation wireless sys-
tems:

—Third generation wireless systems need
radio frequency spectrum on which to oper-
ate. Executive departments and agencies and
the Federal Communications Commission
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(FCC) must cooperate with industry to iden-
tify spectrum that can be used by third gen-
eration wireless systems, whether by re-
allocation, sharing, or evolution of existing
systems, by July 2001;

—Incumbent users of spectrum identified
for reallocation or sharing must be treated
equitably, taking national security and public
safety into account;

—The Federal Government must remain
technology-neutral, not favoring one tech-
nology or system over another, in its spec-
trum allocation and licensing decisions;

—The Federal Government must support
policies that encourage competition in serv-
ices and that provide flexibility in spectrum
allocations to encourage competition; and

—The Federal Government must support
industry efforts as far as practicable and
based on market demand and national con-
siderations, including national security and
international treaty obligations, to harmonize
spectrum allocations regionally and inter-
nationally.

I also direct the relevant agencies as fol-
lows:

1. I direct the Secretary of Commerce to
work cooperatively with the FCC, as the
agencies within the Federal Government
with shared responsibility and jurisdiction for
management of the radio frequency spec-
trum, to develop, by October 20, 2000, a plan
to select spectrum for third generation wire-
less systems, and to issue, by November 15,
2000, an interim report on the current spec-
trum uses and potential for reallocation or
sharing of the bands identified at WRC–2000
that could be used for third generation wire-
less systems, in order that the FCC can iden-
tify, in coordination with the National Tele-
communications and Information Adminis-
tration, spectrum by July 2001, and auction
licenses to competing applicants by Sep-
tember 30, 2002.

2. I also direct the Secretary of Commerce
to work cooperatively with the FCC to lead
a government-industry effort, through a se-
ries of regular public meetings or workshops,
to work cooperatively with government and
industry representatives, and others in the
private sector, to develop recommendations
and plans for identifying spectrum for third
generation wireless systems consistent with

the WRC–2000 agreements, which may be
implemented by the Federal Government.

3. I direct the Secretaries of Defense, the
Treasury, Transportation, and the heads of
any other executive department or agency
that is currently authorized to use spectrum
identified at WRC–2000 for third generation
wireless services, to participate and cooper-
ate in the activities of the government-indus-
try group.

4. I direct the Secretary of State to partici-
pate and cooperate in the activities of the
government-industry group, and to coordi-
nate and present the evolving views of the
United States Government to foreign govern-
ments and international bodies.

Furthermore, I strongly encourage the
FCC to participate in the government-indus-
try outreach efforts and to initiate a rule-
making proceeding to identify spectrum for
third generation wireless services that will be
coordinated with the Assistant Secretary of
Commerce for Communications and Infor-
mation during the formulation and decision-
making process with the goal of completing
that process by July 2001, so that such spec-
trum can be auctioned to competing appli-
cants for licenses by September 30, 2002.

William J. Clinton

Memorandum on Preparing
American Youth for 21st Century
College and Careers
October 13, 2000

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Preparing American Youth for 21st
Century College and Careers

Six years ago, I signed into law the School-
to-Work Opportunities Act of 1994 to expand
career and educational opportunities for our
youth. A one-time Federal investment to
jump-start State and local education im-
provement and workforce development ef-
forts, the initiative will end next October
after helping raise the academic performance
of millions of students.

States and schools have used School-to-
Work resources to help students achieve high


